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going straight to the north-east. In the United States
the great majority of cyclones traverse the line,of the
great lakes, and tnen either follow the valley of the Sfc
Lawrence or strike across the New England States into
the Atlantic.

Great chains of mountains also influence very power-
fully the paths of cyclones.

In Europe, the chain of the Alps almost forms a natural
boundary between the weather of the Mediterranean and
that of the northern portion of the continent. As a rule,
that great inland sea has a totally different atmospheric
circulation from that which affects the rest of Europe.

This will be very obvious if we turn again to the large
charts which we gave in our chapter on Weather-Types.

Sometimes we can trace a cyclone in the Mediterranean
trying to cross the Alps, and being broken up in the
attempt We can readily understand that if a ntomitafc1
chain, 12,000 feet high, sliced off the lower half of m<A
a shallow and complex vortex as a cyclone, the wbote
system might very easily be destroyed. Exceptional
cases, however, do .occur in which large cyclones cross
the great barrier of the Alps.

In India, too, the still loftier chain of the Himalayas
imposes an even greater influence on the meteorology of
that country, as a glance at .the charts which we have
already given of the monsoon Districts wiH abundantly
show-

STOBMS cmossiKa THE ATLANTIC.

But the cyclones whose motions have created by far
the greatest interest in Europe are those which sometime^